
SUBMITTED TO THE ARCHDIOCESE

Please provide a brief summary of your parish’s listening session for the Foundational
Question:
A Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is this
“journeying together” happening today in your parish? How is the Holy Spirit inviting
your parish community to grow in “journeying together?” Where in these experiences
do you hear the voice of the Holy Spirit?

Our preaching at Mass is something people consistently mention as something that
makes the parish stand out. Our entire church hears the same sermon at every Mass on
the weekend. The sermon is written by a team of both ordained and lay members, who
seek to find compelling and relevant application of Jesus’ message to our day and
time.  Our church has small groups of adults who meet during the week to reflect on
this sermon and how it applies to life.  These small groups, along with our ministry and
mission groups, bible studies, renewal retreats, etc, allow people to form friendships
and grow deer in their faith, helping one another to hear the Holy Spirit.

Our commitment to online Mass and online groups/events allows us to reach out and
invite others who may not have a church or who may not attend in person, and we have
formed relationships with people living in other states and countries. We also provide
links to share a weekly sermon with others.

When the pandemic allows, our service to those around us include hosting the
homeless for a week in winter in our church, an annual mission trip to Honduras, and
partnering with organizations to build houses for the poor.  Those opportunities in
particular allow our parishioners to interact directly with those experiencing hardship,
who the Holy Spirit often uses to challenge various preconceived notions.
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Please provide a brief summary of your parish’s listening session for Core Question 1 -
Listening:
How is God speaking to us through the voices that are in our midst? How is God
speaking to us through voices we sometimes ignore, including those on the
peripheries? What space is there to listen to the voices on the peripheries, especially
cultural groups, women, the disabled, those who experience poverty, marginalization,
or social exclusion?

From within our midst, we have heard that we must:
-Love and support each other concretely,
-Work for unity and not give in to polarization and politicization in our culture,
-Be true neighbors and help those in need beyond our parish,
-Be civil, compassionate, empathetic and non-judgmental,
-Make people feel safe and welcomed as they return from the pandemic disruption,
-Heal the broken and increase resilience, and
-Reach out to the unchurched and dechurched.

We hear from our children and others who have left the active practice of the faith:
Church positions on hot button issues make us unattractive to those on the peripheries.
In some parishes, the preaching turns people off, making them feel unsafe,
unwelcome, or preaching messages parents don’t want their children to hear (e.g.,
tirades on social issues or politics). Rigidity around marriage, birth control and abortion
is problematic, as was excluding the divorced/other Christians/politicians from
Communion.

Clergy abuse scandal (and not holding bishops accountable for their role) is a major
obstacle. There is so much pain and betrayal, and many feel like the church has simply
lost its moral authority because of the scandal.

We must be open to LGBTQ and listen to their experiences. This was the most
consistently mentioned issue in our listening sessions. The exclusion of women from
church leadership and/or ordination was also commonly mentioned. People don’t want
to belong to a church that hates or discriminates.
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Please provide a brief summary of your parish’s listening session for Core Question 2 -
Speaking Out:
What enables or hinders you from speaking up courageously, candidly, and
responsibly in your parish and society? What space is there in your parish for the voice
of people, including active and inactive members of our faith?

Did not address this question.

Please provide a brief summary of your parish’s listening session for Core Question 3 -
Sharing Responsibility For Our Common Mission and Sharing Authority and
Participation
How are the baptized members of your parish able to participate in the mission of the
Church to proclaim the Gospel? What hinders people from being active in your parish?
How is authority or governance exercised in your local parish? How are teamwork and
co-responsibility put into practice in your local parish?

Many in our listening sessions indicated two responses to sharing the gospel:
The first response was to proclaim by example or simply live as Jesus would. People
described this using phrases like:
-lead with kindness,
-live by example,
-be kind to others,
-do unto others,
-Love of neighbor,
-Service,
-Help others in need,
-Fellowship.
As a general rule, people felt equipped to do this, although not always perfectly.

The second type of response was to proclaim using words or invitation. Most
respondents did not feel ready to do this, anticipating those they would be sharing the
Gospel with would be (1) hostile or argumentative, (2) have many difficult biblical or
theological questions, or (3) that they would be speaking with strangers. Almost none
felt they knew enough to do this or stated that they didn’t feel compelled to do so.  A
small number of respondents did feel that they could accomplish this by sharing an
online sermon or social media content, inviting someone to an event at church or
online church, or by sharing hope and encouragement with those in difficulty, possibly
even sharing stories of how God had helped them in similar situations.
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Please provide a brief summary of your parish’s listening session for Core Question 4 -
Discerning and Deciding:
How does your parish use the methods of listening and speaking (consultation) to
make decisions? How does your parish promote participation in decision-making
within the hierarchical structures of the Church? Does the decision-making methods of
your parish help you to listen to all members of the community, including those who
are on the peripheries of parish life?

Our parish uses consultation in decision making through our parish staff and our parish
pastoral council (PPC) to provide input to our pastor in decision making.  On various
occasions we have asked our PPC members to gather information on specific questions
from additional people.  We have also used whole parish surveys to provide input and
feedback,  particularly as we navigate changes during the pandemic.  Our participation
in the synod process is another way of hearing the voices - we specifically asked
parishioners to invite those who are no longer practicing Catholics to participate, and a
number of non/former parishioners did attend.

Several examples were cited of how the parish heard and responded to needs were
addressed, including the formation of a racial justice committee following the murder
of George Floyd and the formation of a small group for younger mothers.  It was also
noted that the parish provided good financial accountability, with regular updates in
the bulletin and an annual report.

Some concerns were raised however, of whether a wider circle of people (beyond staff
and PPC) should be involved.  And others expressed concerns that it was not always
clear what happened after ideas were suggested, but no follow up happened.   A
concern about parish communication was added, particularly as we have moved to
more electronic communication that some of our older parishioners were not always
aware of what was happening without a printed bulletin.
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Please provide a brief summary of your parish’s listening session for Core Question 5 -
Celebration:
How does prayer and liturgical celebrations, especially Sunday Mass, inspire and guide
your parish? How does your prayer life and celebration of the Mass inspire and inform
your personal decisions and decisions in the parish community? How does the parish
invite all baptized Catholics, including our ethnic communities, youth, families and
persons with disabilities and their families, into the active life of the parish, especially
Sunday Mass?

As noted in an earlier question, our parish uses a preaching team to develop sermons
that aim to make the gospel message relevant in the complexity of today's world.
Many responded that on certain days they felt like the sermon was written specifically
for them.  Others indicated that the pastor was clearly listening to the spirit to be able
to address some of the more challenging issues.   And others indicated that the music
and sermons invited reflection and contemplation and led them to take concrete
action.

On Sunday mornings it is clear that our parish is multicultural and multi-racial.  We
know that we do not always see that diversity in other parish events/groups/programs
and we are seeking ways to address that, as we want all present to be included.

At this moment in time, we know families with children are not present in person in the
same proportion as they were before the pandemic. This is another area that needs to
be better understood to see how we could be addressed.
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